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Detailed Action 

Claims 1-26 are pending in this Office Action. 
Claims 1, 7, 13, 18, and 21 are amended. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 5/17/06 have been considered but are moot in view of the 
new ground(s) of rejection. 

Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1 .75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: Claims recite limitations directed to "group membership expiration dates" 
without the words 'expire' or date anywhere in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter, which was not described in 
the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. Claims recite limitations 
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directed to "group membership expiration dates" without the words 'expire' or date anywhere in 
the specification. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-26 recites the limitation " group membership expiration dates " in independent 
claims 1,7, 13, 18, and 21. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Applicant's Invention as claimed: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 6-16, 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by 
U.S. Patent No, 6,108,699 by Moiin. 

Regarding claim 1, the Moiin reference teaches a method comprising: 

storing data indicative of membership at a first client (Moiin: col. 5, lines 18-30); 
at a system host, transmitting a message to each of a plurality of clients including the first 
client (Moiin: col. 5, lines 62-65), the message including a header and a payload (Moiin: col. 7, 
lines 9-30), the header including either a group identifier or a client identifier (Moiin: col. 7, 
lines 9-30), the payload including a group membership file including information indicative of 
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client group membership and group membership expiration dates if the header is a group 
identifier (Moiin: col. 7, lines 41-61), or a client specific pay load associated with the client 
identifier if the header is a client identifier (Moiin: col 8,lines 16-33); 

updating the data indicative of membership at the first client if the message contains the 
group identifier and the group membership file includes data characterizing client memberships 
associated with the first clien t and the message is received prior to a corresponding group 
membership expiration date (Moiin: col. 7, lines 53-61); and 

processing the message at the first client if the message contains a client identifier 
associated with the first client (Moiin: col. 8,lines 16-33). 

Regarding claim 2, the method of claim 1, wherein the data indicative of membership comprises 
a first group identifier (Moiin: col. 5, lines 56-65; cluster vector field). 

Regarding claim 3, the method of claim 2, further comprising: 

creating a first group including two or more member clients, a member client having a 

client identifier (Moiin: col. 6, lines 38-46; Fig. 3); 

assigning the first group identifier to the first group (Moiin: col. 6, lines 38-46); and 
associating the client identifiers of the member clients with the first group identifier in the 

group membership file (Moiin: col. 6, lines 38-46; Fig. 3; col. 7, lines 41-61). 

Regarding claim 4, the method of claim 3, wherein the each member client satisfies a criterion 
(Moiin: col. 6, lines 3-20). 

Regarding claim 6, the method of claim 2, further comprising: 

transmitting a message including a payload and a second group identifier (Moiin: col. 7, 

lines 9-30; prospective cluster); 

receiving the message at the first client (Moiin: col. 7, lines 14-17); and 

extracting the payload from the message in response to the first group identifier matching 

the second group identifier (Moiin: col. 7, lines 41-49). 
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Regarding claim 26, the method of claim 1, wherein the group membership file includes a 
plurality of group membership identifiers associated (Moiin: col. 5, lines 38-46) with a plurality 
of client identifiers corresponding to a plurality of clients (Moiin: col. 5, lines 38-46). 

Claims 7-12 are rejected as having substantially the same limitations as the claims above 
therefore the rejection above remains on claims 7-12. 

Regarding claim 13, an apparatus comprising: 

a memory operative to store an apparatus identifier (Moiin: col. 1, lines 27-32; col. 5, line 

32-36); 

a receiver operative to receive a message including a header and a payload (Moiin: col. 5, 
lines 66- col. 6, line 20; col. 7, lines 9-30); the header including either a group identifier or a 
client identifier (Moiin: col. 7, lines 9-30), the payload including a group membership file 
(Moiin: col. 5, lines 35-46), the group membership file including data characterizing one or more 
associated member identifiers and group membership expiration dates if the header is a group 
identifier (Moiin: col. 7, lines 41-61) or a client specific payload associated with the client 
identifier if the header is a client identifier (Moiin: col. 8,lines 16-33); 

a receiver controller operative to store the group identifier in the memory in response to 
message including a group identifier that and the apparatus identifier matches one of the member 
identifiers and the message is received prior to the membership expiration date (Moiin: col. 7, 
lines 41-61): 

a processor to process the client specific payload if the message includes a client 
identifier and the apparatus identifier matches the client identifier (Moiin: col. 6, lines 3-20). 

Regarding claim 14, the apparatus of claim 13, wherein the group membership file comprises 
two or more group identifiers, a group identifier associated with two or more member identifiers 
(Moiin: col. 5, lines 20-35). 
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Regarding claim 15, the apparatus of claim 13, wherein the receiver controller is operative to 
identify each group identifier associated with a member identifier that matches the apparatus 
identifier, and to update the memory to include such identified group identifiers (Moiin: col. 7, 
lines 53-61). 

Regarding claim 16, the apparatus of claim 15, wherein the updating comprises removing a 
stored group identifier in response to the group identifier not being associated with the apparatus 
identifier in the group membership file (Moiin: col 7, lines 53-61; overwrite is destructive). 

Regarding claim 18, a system host comprising: 

a memory for storing a group membership file and at least on client specific payload 
(Moiin: col. 7, lines 41-61), the group membership file including data characterizing two or more 
group identifiers and group membership expiration dates (Moiin: col. 5. lines20-46\ a group 
identifier associated with two or more member identifiers (Moiin: col. 6, lines 33-46), the at least 
one client specific payload being directed to a predetermined client (Moiin: col. 8, lines 12-33); 

a group generator operative to create a first group including two or more first group 
member identifiers that share a first criterion and associate a group identifier with the two or 
more first group membership identifiers in the group membership file (Moiin: col. 5, lines 20- 
46); and 

the message including a header having either a group identifier associated with the group 
membership file or a client identifier associated with the predetermined client (Moiin: col. 5, 
lines 55-65). 

a transmitter operative to transmit a message containing at least one of the group 
membership file and the at least one client specific payload to each of a plurality of client 
devices (Moiin: col. 7, lines 53-61), two or more of the client devices having client identifiers 
that match the first group member identifiers (Moiin: col. 7, lines 53-61), and one of the plurality 
of client devices being the predetermined client (Moiin: col. 5, lines 20-65). 
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Regarding claim 19, the system host of claim 18, further comprising: a transmission controller 
operative to transmit the group membership file to the plurality of client devices at scheduled 
intervals (Moiin: col. 5, lines 20-35; col. 6, lines 1-20). 

Regarding claim 20, the system host of claim 19, wherein the group generator is operative to 
update the group membership file and transmit the updated group membership file to each of the 
plurality of client devices (Moiin: col. 7, lines 9-30; 53-61). 

Regarding claim 21, a system comprising: 

a system host (Moiin: col. 5, lines 62-65) comprising: 

a memory for storing a group membership file and at least one client specific payload 
(Moiin: col. 7, lines 41-61), the group membership file including data characterizing two or more 
group identifiers and group membership expiration dates (Moiin: col. 5, lines 25-46), each group 
identifier associated with two or more member identifiers (Moiin: col. 6, lines 33-46), the client 
specific payload being directed to a predetermined client (Moiin: col. 8, lines 12-33); 

a group generator operative to create a first group including two or more first group 
member identifiers that share a first criterion (Moiin: col. 5, lines 20-46) and associate a first 
group identifier with the two or more first group membership identifiers in the group 
membership file (Moiin: col. 5, lines 20-46); 

a transmitter operative to transmit a message containing either a group identifier and an 
associated group membership file, or a client identifier and an associated at least one client 
specific payload (Moiin: col. 7, lines 53-61); and 

a plurality of clients (Moiin: col. 4, lines 13-21), each client comprising: 

a memory operative to store an apparatus identifier (Moiin: col. 5, lines 20-35); 

a receiver operative to receive the message in a first transmission and determine whether 
the message contains a group membership file or a client specific payload (Moiin: col. 5, lines 
56-61; col. 7, lines 7, lines 53-61); and 
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a receiver controller operative to store a group identifier in the memory in response to 
said apparatus identifier matching one of the member identifiers (Moiin: col. 7, lines 53-61) and 
the message being received prior to a corresponding group membership expiration date ; and 

a processor to process a client specific payload if the message contains a client specific 
payload and the client is the predetermined client (Moiin: col. 5, lines 56- col. 6, lines 20). 

Regarding claim 22, the system of claim 21, wherein the communication link comprises a 
transmission line (Moiin: col. 5, lines 9-17). 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by U.S. Patent No 
6,108,699 by Moiin in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,674,994 by Fell et al. 

Regarding claim 17, The Moiin reference teaches the apparatus of claim 13. The Moiin reference 
fails to teach discarding messages. 

However, the Fell reference teaches a receiver controller is operative to discard the 
message in response to either of the group identifier or the client identifier not matching the 
apparatus identifier (Fell: col. 4, lines 62- col. 5, line 5) in order to bypass clogged 
communication channels and transfer data in a cost effective manner (Fell: col. 1, lines 1 1-24). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the system of grouping clients and transmitting a group messages as taught by Moiin to 
include discarding unmatching messages as taught by Fell in order to bypass clogged 
communication channels and transfer data in a cost effective manner (Fell: col. 1, lines 1 1-24). 

Claims 5 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C* 103(a) as being unpatentable by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,108,699 by Moiin in view of U.S. Publication No. 2002/0038383 by Ullman et 
al. 

Regarding claim 5, 

The Moiin reference teaches sending membership data to clients. The Moiin reference 
fails to teach profile information. 
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However, the Ullman reference teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the criterion 
comprises client profile information (Ullman: page 2, para 15) because grouping by profile 
allows the client to received targeted information relevant to their interests (Ullman: page 2, para 
15). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the system of grouping clients and transmitting a group messages as taught by Moiin 
while employing profile data as taught by Ullman in order to provide targeted information 
relevant to the clients interests. 

Regarding claim 24, the Moiin reference teaches the system of claim 21. The Moiin reference 
fails to teach profile information. However, the Ullman reference teaches the client devices 
comprise set-top appliances adapted for connection to a television (Ullman: page 5, para 52 and 
54) because grouping by profile allows the client to received targeted information relevant to 
their interests (Ullman: page 2, para 15). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the system of grouping clients and transmitting a group messages as taught by Moiin 
while employing profile data as taught by Ullman in order to provide targeted information 
relevant to the clients interests. 

Claims 23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,108,699 by Moiin in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,160,804 by Ahmed et al. 

Regarding claim 25, the Moiin reference teaches the system of claim 21. 
The Moiin reference fail to teach wireless handheld device. 

However, the Ahmed reference teaches wherein the client devices comprise hand-held 
wireless communication devices (Ahmed: col. 6, lines 17-65) in order to provide an efficient, 
scaleable and flexible communications system that groups the mobiles by location and assigns 
their ID to the groups in which they visit (Ahmed: col. 3, lines 34-42; col. 14, lines 20-56). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the system of grouping clients and transmitting a group messages as taught by Moiin 
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while employing mobile wireless devices as taught by Ahmed in order to group and locate the 
wireless devices that are mobile in an efficient, scalable and flexible manner. 

Regarding claim 23, the Moiin reference teaches the system of claim 21. The Moiin 
reference fails to teach a wireless link. However, the Ahmed reference teaches the data is 
communicated along a wireless communication link (Ahmed: col. 6, lines 17-65) in order to 
provide an efficient, scaleable and flexible communications system that groups the mobiles by 
location and assigns their ID to the groups in which they visit (Ahmed: col. 3, lines 34-42; col. 
14, lines 20-56). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to create the system of grouping clients and transmitting a group messages as taught by Moiin 
while employing mobile wireless devices as taught by Ahmed in order to group and locate the 
wireless devices that are mobile in an efficient, scalable and flexible manner. 

PRIOR ART 

U.S. Patent No. 5,874,964 by Gille teaches modeling and changing assignments of groups of 
memberships in devices through VLAN ids. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,845,396 by Kanojia et al teaches content deployment and activation of services 
through set top boxes and profiling user and groups. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,973,499 by Peden et al teaches ticketing sending and receiving clients with 
encryption and authorization information based on the list and key. 

REMARKS 

Applicant has amended the claims to incorporate limitations drawn to 'group membership 
expiration dates' but support for the amendment is not found in the specification. 
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The examiner believes the claims breadth is broad but encourages applicant to further 
define claims to explain the details of storing the group membership data and further detail 
aspects of more than one group. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R. Bruckart whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3982. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5 :30PM with every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Benjamin R Bruckart 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2155 
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